Are You Web Aware? - Web Sites

	Web Site:
A hypertext (HTML) document or a set of linked documents (sometimes called "Web pages") usually associated with a particular person, organization, or topic. The pages are stored or “hosted” on a computer can be accessed on the World Wide Web through "Web browsers" such as Explorer, Netscape and Firefox.




Fifty per cent of students say surfing Web sites is their favourite online activity. 

(Source: Media Awareness Network, Young Canadians In A Wired World, 2001) 

 

The Great News 

The Web has many advantages. It offers: 

· Plenty of resources and up-to-date information on almost any subject you can imagine 

· A fun and entertaining place to play games, listen to music, watch videos and pursue hobbies 

· The opportunity to create personal Web sites where you can post your writing, drawings or poetry
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The Not So Great News 

Unfortunately, there's also: 

· Information that's misleading or incorrect, and online hoaxes or scams

· Pornography 

· Threats to privacy from Web sites looking for personal information 

· Hate sites containing racist, bigoted or sexist content 

· Sites that promote dangerous or illegal activities 

You can sometimes put yourself at risk on Web sites when you: 

· Post personal information or photos of yourself on your Web pages 

· Use Web sites to spread rumours or make threats 

Some Quick Facts 

· Forty-five per cent of students use the Internet for homework 

· Two out of ten kids and teens have their own personal Web sites 

· Over half of Canadian students ages 9 - 17 say they've ended up on a porn site accidentally 

· More than half of the students who have Web sites post their e-mail address, 26 per cent post their full name and 22 per cent post a photograph of themselves

(Source: Media Awareness Network, Young Canadians In A Wired World, 2001)
	Cool Uses of Web Sites
Plan your family vacation 
You can now plan an entire vacation from your computer chair; research your destination spot, pick your hotel, reserve a campsite and canoe, buy your plane tickets. Offer to plan you family’s next holiday from start to finish! 
Enter your Web site in an international awards program 
Each year the British organisation Childnet International gives awards to young people who have developed innovative Web sites. See what other kids are doing by visiting their winners section at: http://www.childnetacademy.org/winners/ 
10 cool ways to attract people to you website. The following link offers creative ideas on how people can increase traffic to their Web site: http://www.simplejoe.com/web-site-traffic-10-cool-ways-to-attract-people-to-your-web.asp 
Take a virtual field trip. Visit a far away place, or see the inside of a volcano, or learn more about photography by visiting one of the websites dedicated to virtual field trips. Want to take a specific virtual trip but cannot find it anywhere? How about creating your own. 



Guidelines for Web Sites
Here are a few tips to help you get the most out of the Web. 

Bookmark sites you like. Over half the students who end up on an adult site by accident get there by misspelling a Web address. When you bookmark your favorite sites, it's easier and faster to get where you want and it lessens your chances of ending up some place you'd rather not be. Don't know where to begin? There lots of portal sites that have been created by teachers and librarians to help you find great Web sites. 

Use kid-friendly search tools and proper searching techniques. If you don’t want a lot of trash in your Web searches you can use kid-friendly search engines or activate the filtering option which most popular search tools such as Google now offer. Remember to use a minimum of seven words in your search query; this will help weed out irrelevant results. 

Respect Web content. On the Internet, there's little to prevent "lifting" someone else's software, art or written work. But it's important to remember that real-world laws against copyright infringement still apply on the Internet and many schools practice "zero tolerance" when it comes to online cheating. Remember, if you can find something online, your teacher can too. Avoid problems by asking your teacher how to properly document online sources. 

Watch your Web site. If you create a personal Web page be careful about the content. Sometimes what you think is funny may cross the line into bad taste - or even break the law. 

Take care to protect your personal info on your Web page. Avoid posting your name, photograph, address, phone number and e-mail address (or those of your friends). 

And don't forget to respect the copyright of pictures and images on your Web page - be sure to ask permission before you post. 

Check out the privacy policies on Web sites. Before you submit any personal information to a Web site, read the privacy policy to see what's going to be done with what you submit. Make sure that the site doesn't give your personal information to third parties or put it where it can be viewed by others. 

Put out the trash. If you come across inappropriate content, don't panic. Just turn off the monitor and report it to a teacher. If an adult isn't nearby, turn off and then restart the computer. 


So what's the big deal about explicit adult Web sites? 

The Internet, like any medium, offers all sorts of materials for all sorts of people - including "explicit" or "pornographic" Web sites for adults. The problem is that you can occasionally end up on these sites - whether or not you want to. This can be a problem because: 

· The material that's posted may make you feel uncomfortable or embarrassed. 

· Most pornographic Web sites don't reflect normal, healthy sexual relationships. They may include images that are violent, degrading or obscene. 

· You can get into trouble with parents - or even be suspended from school - when you access explicit sites on the Web. 

· The creators of some of these sites use all sorts of tricks to get "clicks" on their pages. (That way they can attract more sponsors to support them.) Because of this, you can easily end up on adult sites when you're looking for something else. Some adult sites will use names that sound like other popular Web sites; some will take advantage of common misspellings of Web addresses; and others will include links or ads on Web pages that they know teens - especially teenage boys - like to visit. 


Think about it... What do you think should be done about online porn? 

Web Site Work Sheet 

1. In your own words, what is a Web site? 
To me a website is a place where you can obtain information or entertainment anytime of the day. It is a place where you can search up anything you want and you’ll get an answer. It is also a place to search for music and products you may want to buy and videos you may want to watch.
 

 

 

 

2. What do you think is the biggest benefit about the World Wide Web? 

 The biggest benefit is probably the endless information. Before when we didn’t have computers or internet you had to go to something called a “library” to find all of our information, and often we didn’t find it very quickly. But now you can search up anything and get a response in seconds.
 

 

 

2. In your opinion, what's the biggest problem relating to the World Wide Web? 
I think the problem is that on a lot of big websites, everyone can edit the information. Or maybe the person doesn’t know about the subject at all. So a lot of the information is false or not entirely true.
 
 

 

 

3. List five things you can do to minimize the negative side of the Web. 
· Use trusted websites; don’t use random websites that you don’t know about for they may contain inappropriate ads and viruses.

· Read the privacy policy before using any personal information to see if they keep the information private and secure.
· Get anti-spyware so you can block most inappropriate ads.

· Use precise words when you’re looking for something on Google. For example; don’t use “What’s a Platypus?”. But instead use “What type of animal is a Platypus?”. To get the best answers.

· Bookmark sites you like so you can find it easily next time. Also a lot of the time when a kid stumbles across pornographic it’s because they misspelled a word. 

 

 

 

 

4. List three examples of "kid-friendly" search engines or search engines which offer filtering options. 
Google, Yahoo and Safari.

 

 

 

 

5. Take a look at this student's Web page and list seven ways that she has compromised her privacy. 
· She says her full name

· She states her age

· When her birthday

· Where she goes to school

· She says what her email is

· She said where she works
· She says where she lives
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6. Why - or why not - should you respect the copyright of material you find on the Internet?
I think you should respect the material because it’s a big opportunity for a lot of people to learn about what they want very easily instead of looking through a billion books. So it’s a very easy to learn new things. Also you can easily entertain yourself with all of it. You can watch videos, listen to music and play games from all different sites.
